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ENGLISH 12 
COURSE OUTLINE 2013/2014 
Mrs. Poulin 

www.mrspoulin.wordpress.com 
 
 
GOALS: 
 
In English 12 our goal is to continue our development as communicators.  In order to 
do this we must be smarter learners.  We will be using various "Smart Learning" 
tools throughout the year in order to facilitate this goal.  Students can look 
forward to improving their reading, writing, and thinking! 
 
 
PRESCRIBED LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
(as per the Ministry of Education English 8-12 IRP) 
 
 1.  Oral Language (Speaking and Listening) 
  A.  Purposes 
   1.  interact and collaborate in pairs and groups 
   2.  express ideas and information in a variety of situations and forms 
   3.  listen to comprehend, interpret, and evaluate ideas and information from a  

     variety of texts 
  B.  Strategies 
   1.  select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to interact and collaborate  

     with others in pairs and groups 
   2.  select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to prepare oral  

     communications 
   3.  select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to express ideas and  

     information in oral communications 
   4.  use listening strategies to understand, recall, and analyse a variety of  

    texts 
  C.  Thinking 
   1.  speak and listen to make personal responses to texts 
   2.  speak and listen to interpret, analyse, and evaluate ideas and information  

     from texts 
   3.  speak and listen to synthesize and extend thinking 
   4.  use metacognitive strategies to reflect on an assess their speaking and  

     listening 
  D.  Features 
   1.  recognize and apply the structures and features of oral language to  

    convey and derive meaning 
 

 2.  Reading and Viewing 
  A.  Purposes 
   1.  read, both collaboratively and independently (c & i), to comprehend a wide  
        varitey of literary texts 
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   2.  read, both c & i, to comprehend a wide variety of information and  
    persuasive texts with increasing conplexity and subtlety of ideas and form 

   3.  view, both c & i, to comprehend a variety of visual texts, with increasing  
    complexity and subtlety of ideas and form 

   4.  independently select and read, for sustained periods of time, texts for  
     enjoyment and to increase fluency 

  B.  Strategies 
   1.  before reading and viwing, select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies  

    to anticipate content and construct meaning 
   2.  during reading and viewing, select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies  

    to construct, monitor, and confirm meaning 
   3.  after reading and viewing, select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies  

    to extend and confirm meaning, and to consider author’s craft 
  C.  Thinking 
   1.  explain and support personal responses to texts 
   2.  interpret, analyse, and evaluate ideas and information from texts 
   3.  synthesize and extend thinking about texts 
   4.  use metacognitive strategies to reflect on and assess their reading and  

     viewing 
  D.  Features 
   1.  recognize and explain how structures and features of text shape readers’  

     and viewers’ construction of meaning and appreciation of author’s craft 
   2.  demonstrate increasing word skills and vocabulary knowledge 
 
 3.  Writing and Representing 
  A.  Purposes 
   1.  write meaningful personal texts that elaborate on ideas and information 
   2.  write purposeful information texts that express ideas and information 
   3.  write effective imaginative texts to develop ideas and information 
   4.  create thoughtful representations that communicate ideas and information 
  B.  Strategies 
   1.  select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to generate, develop, and  

     organize ideas for writing and representing 
   2.  select, adapt, and apply a range of drafting and composing strategies  

    while writing and representing 
   3.  select, adapt, and apply a range of strategies to revise, edit , and publish  
        writing and representing 
  C.  Thinking 
   1.  write and represent to explain and support personal responses to texts 
   2.  write and represent to interpret, analyse, and evaluate ideas and  

     information from texts 
   3.  write and represent to synthesize and extend thinking 
   4.  use metacognitive strategies to reflect on and assess their writing and  

     representing 
  D.  Features 
   1.  use and experiment with elements of style in writing and representing,  

     appropriate to purpose and usience, to enhance meaning and artistry 
   2.  use and experiment with elements of form in writing and representing,  

     appropriate to purpose and audience, to enhace meaning and artistry 
   3.  use conventions in writing and representing, appropriate to purpose and  

     audience, to enhance meaning and artistry 
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Possible topics and texts: 
 
Note:  All novels will be selected from the list of Reccommended Resources 
from ERAC (Educational Resource Acquisition Consortium) ERAC is an association 
of BC public school districts overseen by an Executive Committee and working 
together on software, video and learning resource acquisition and evaluation. ERAC 
also oversees a novel evaluation process, resulting in its ever-expanding catalogue of 
English and French novels BC evaluators have recommended for classroom use. 
 
Grade 11 and 12 students are considered adult readers and thus their reading 
selections will often mirror those of their parents and other adults.  Topics and 
language used in these novels reflects the real world and “real” people.  If parents 
would like further information about any resources used in English 11/12 please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  I am happy to provide copies for parents to read and 
then discuss the selection should the need arise. 
 
Literature: 
Novels:  (One, possibly two, novels will be chosen from the following) 
  The Kite Runner – by Khaled Hosseini 
  Lord of the Flies – by William Golding 
  Life of Pi – by Yann Martel 
  The Book of Negroes – by Lawrence Hill 
  Three Cups of Tea – by Greg Mortenson 
  I am the Messenger – by Markus Zusak 
  My Sister’s Keeper – by Jodi Picoult 
  the curious incident of the dog in the night-time – by Mark Haddon 
 
Plays:  The Crucible – by Arthur Miller 
  The Taming of the Shrew – by William Shakespeare 
  Hamlet – by William Shakespeare 
 
Poetry and short stories:  various sources 
 
Writing: the writing process   Speech: oral essay presentations 
  journal writing     panel discussions 
  formal essay writing    class discussions 
  minimum of two in-class essays   speech festival 
  bibliographies and in-text citation 
  blog writing and responding 
 
•  English 12 will continue to work towards “going paperless” – we will be doing 
most of our written work on individual blogs.  We will also have BYOD days (bring 
your own device), where students will be permitted to Tweet and use their 
smartphones during class 
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Assessment and Evaluation: 
 
Assessment is the systematic gathering of information about what students know, 
are able to do, and are working toward.  Assessment evidence will be collected using 
a variety of methods, such as: 
  •  observation    •  oral and written reports 
  •  self and peer assessments  •  journals 
  •  quizzes and tests    •  performance reviews 
  •  samples of student work  •  portfolio assessments 
  •  projects and presentation 
 
 
 
Three types of assessment will be used in English 12: 
 
 1.  Assessment for Learning – to provide the best tools, techniques and 

     strategies for students 
 
 2.  Assessment as Learning – a process of developing and supporting students’  

    active participation in their own learning 
 
 3.  Assessment of Learning – for the purpose of providing evidence of  

    achievement for reporting 
- we will use criterion-referenced evaluation  

where a student’s performance is compared to 
criteria based on the Prescribed Learning 
Outcomes 

 
 
  1st term - 25% 
  2nd term - 25% 
  3rd term - 25% 
  4th term - 25% 
  final exam - 40% - provincial exam comprises 40% of your final mark 
 
•  all English 12 students will write the final exam 
 
•  Final promotion and placement decisions are made by the counsellors and the   
   administration. 
 
 
 
 
 

}	  Used to comprise 60% of your final mark 
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THE MOST COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS... 
 
1. What if I am away? 
 Never return to class after an absence and ask, "I was away last day, did we do  

anything?" Even though your not being in class is devastating to everyone it is  
safe to assume that we have done something in your absence.  You are  
responsible for making up any work missed while you are away,  I will not come  
up to you and tell you what you missed.  If you say nothing then I will assume  
that what you missed is not important to you.  Do not come to me at the end of  
the term and say, "But Mrs. Poulin, I was away that day." 

 What to do... 1.  check the blog!  www.mrspoulin.wordpress.com 
   3.  e-mail me  <lpoulin@sd78.bc.ca> 
   4.  come see me the day you return to school and I will fill you in  

note:   I do not have the best memory nor will you have my  
complete attention if you ask me something while I am  
walking down the hall - please come speak to me in the  
library or ask me when a convenient time would be for you  
to come see me. 

 
2. What if I miss a test or in-class essay? 
 If you are away on a test/essay day then you can assume that you will write the  

test/essay during the next scheduled class upon your return.  The mark you  
receive will not become valid until I see a note from a parent or guardian  
explaining your absence. If you are absent for several days and I agree that you  
do not have all the material necessary to write the test then we will make  
arrangements for you to write the test at a mutually agreeable time. 

 
3. What if I am away when an assignment is due? 
 Any assignment due during your absence should be handed in the day you  

return to school even if we do not have English that day. Again, if you have  
missed several days, you will be given time to catch up on the material and  
complete any assignments. 

 
4. Can I hand assignments in late? 
 I will accept assignments for marks until I hand them back to the class, after this  

time I cannot accept them for obvious reasons. 
   
5. What about homework? 
 You are now in grade 12 and have hopefully realized the importance of  

completing your homework when it is assigned, therefore I will not come around  
to check your homework but, occasionally I will ask for it to be handed in or give 
an assignment/quiz related to the homework.  Not doing your homework will 
result in you being behind in the class work and may result in holding up your 
peers' work – now we wouldn't want that, would we! 

 
note: I do my best to hand work back as quickly as possible.  Let me assure you that as 
soon as it is marked I will hand it back to you.  Please do not ask repeatedly, "Mrs. 
Poulin, have you marked our essays yet?" If you don't have it, I haven't marked it! 
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Successory for English 12 

 
 

"Some people dream of success...while others wake up and work hard at it." 
 

"Attitude is a little thing that makes a BIG difference." 
 

"Unless you try to do something beyond what you have already mastered, you will never 
grow." 

 
 
•  Students who follow these three quotes will have a great year in English 12. 
  1. Work hard. 
  2. Have a positive attitude. 
  3. Challenge yourself. 
 
•  Students fail English 12 because: 
   •  they don't attend class regularly. 
   •  they don't hand things in. 
 
•  Grade 12 can be a year of distractions for many students.  You are excited to be graduating and  
    heading off into the “real world.”  Remember that being focussed in your academic classes will make  
    your graduation that much more rewarding. 
 
•  Classroom behaviour should not be an issue in Grade 12.  If it is, you should be embarrassed! 
  •  English 12 is a "Zero Tolerance Zone" for the following: 
    •  swearing 
    •  vandalism 
    •  disrespect - self and others 
    •  bullying 
 
•  Food and drinks must be consumed before or after class.  Water in spill-proof containers is ok. 
 
•  The class blog is updated after every class.  Please subsicribe via an RSS feed or email. 
 
  www.mrspoulin.wordpress.com 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this course outline package.  If you have any questions or 
concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at the school by phone, 604-869-9971 or by e-mail 
<lpoulin@sd78.bc.ca>. 
 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________ 
   student signature      parent signature 


